62                             PUNISHMENT.

so far as it happens to involve certain extraneous con-
sequences. We are, upon this showing, to punish a
criminal precisely in the same spirit as we are to
abate a nuisance. The thief is to be suppressed, as
we are to extirpate a mischievous weed, and to be
suppressed by just as much severity as is required
for the purpose. The drunkard, so long as he con-
fines himself to making a beast of himself in his own
room, does his neighbours no direct injury, and must
be left to enjoy the pleasure which is shown, because
he chooses it, to be a pleasure to him. Of this
theory, it may, I think, be said that, however im-
perfect, it is tolerably consistent, and, moreover, that
it undoubtedly does express one legitimate end of
punishment. There can be no doubt, that is, that
the punishment of murderers may be rightly defended,
among other grounds, at any rate, on the ground
that it discourages the practice; though we may not
fully agree with the famous saying of the judge,
' You are not hanged for stealing sheep, but hanged
in order that sheep may not be stolen ". And., further,
though there are various difficulties about the dis-
tinction between " self-regarding " and " extra-
regarding" conduct, we must also, I think, allow,
in general terms, that the fact that a man's conduct
has a direct and assignable influence upon hivS
neighbour's happiness, must always be one reason,